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INTRODUCTION

Congratulations are due to both the Scout and the Scout Parents on having achieved the rank of Eagle Scout. It has been a long road and it is not an easy achievement. It is now time to plan the Eagle ceremony. Eagle ceremonies have run the gambit from small fireside ceremonies to elaborate dinners. The important thing is that it is a memorable and meaningful ceremony for the Scout.

This booklet has been put together to be a resource that can help you make some decisions and lower the stress level. It does not take the place of speaking with the Scouts, parents and leaders who have been through this; they are a valuable resource.

What the troop expects from an Eagle Scout Candidate:

The troop expects that the Eagle Candidate and/or the Family will attend a

committee meeting to discuss location, ceremony and costs of any refreshments for the ceremony. The committee is not going to dictate the location and/or content of the ceremony, but may make recommendations. The committee is not going to tell you how much to spend but in the remote possibility that we are having a financial crisis reimbursement may be delayed or may be beyond our financial means.

What can you expect from the troop? 

1. The troop will buy the BSA Eagle awards. This includes the Badge, Patch, Mother’s Pin, Father’s Pin, Mentor Pin, Neckerchief and Slide.

2. The troop will contribute up to $75 of the cost of the Eagle ceremony refreshments, decorations and any additional awards of the scout’s choosing.  (We will do everything possible to meet this commitment but in the event of severe financial problems we reserve the right to change this commitment.)  Costs exceeding $75 will be the sole responsibility of the scout and his family.

As soon as the Eagle Scout presentation kit arrives, if not before, the Scoutmaster or troop committee chairman should begin serious preparations for the Eagle Scout Court of Honor. The Eagle candidate and his family should be invited to designate an award presenter who should then be contacted and his participation firmed up. If a hall or other facility is to be used for the ceremony, the necessary arrangements should be made with the owners or other responsible group as soon as possible.

In order to obtain letters of recognition and congratulations from government officials, the requests must be mailed a minimum of four weeks prior to the ceremony.  (2-3 months before the ceremony date is even better.)

When the who, what, when, and where have been established, those who will actually plan the Court of Honor should be brought together. This group will usually include representatives from the troop committee, the patrol leaders council, and the troop’s leaders. Coordination should be established concerning such details as:

Other advancement recognition
Ceremony details, including props, public address system, and the movements of The participants
Decorations
Refreshments
Invitations to the guests
Printing of the program
Publicity, with special emphasis on photographs in newspapers

When the planning is complete, it is essential that all key people understand their roles in the arrangements and in the ceremony itself. Periodic rechecking to make sure that preparation in all assignment areas are progressing on schedule is a good idea. The presenter and any other guests who will have a speaking part in the award presentation should be contacted directly. It is helpful if these people have a thorough understanding of their individuals duties as well as some general information concerning Scouting history and the significance of the Eagle Award.

As the day of the ceremony draws near, those who will participate should be well prepared. They should know precisely how the entire Court of Honor is to take place. In summary, everyone should understand where and why they fit in.

People we suggest you invite 



1. All of the Boy Scouts in the troop – Hand out at a troop meeting or mail 

directly to home

      2.   Other Scouts from Camp, Jamborees, etc. -  Mail Invitations

3. Scout Leaders and Committee Members - Hand out invitations at Meeting or mail directly to home

4. K-Valley District Advancement Chair

5. Project Sponsor - Include invitation with thank you letter

6. Family - Mail Invitations

7. Friends -  Mail Invitations

8. Town Selectman – Anson, Starks, Madison (Scout’s hometown.)
9. State Senator and Representative - Subject to change.

10. United States Senator and Representative – Subject to change.

      11. Other distinguished guest of the scout’s choosing.
There are many individuals and groups that will send special recognition letters and/or certificates. These can be found on the websites listed below:

Helpful Websites

www.scouters.us/homeeag.html

www.eaglescout.org/finale
www.usscouts.org
These websites have a lot of different ceremonies to choose from as well as ideas for invitations, and ceremony programs. The troop leadership is also a great resource for ideas and samples of ceremonies and programs the troop has used. 

Recommendation Letters

Effective in 2011 all recommendation letters must be sent directly to the KV District Advancement Committee Chair.

Please advise anyone writing a recommendation letter on your behalf to mail to the address below (letters can no longer be given directly to the scout):

KV District Advancement Committee

Luanne M.B. Chesley, Chairperson

506 Bog Rd.

Vassalboro, Me 04989

More information on recommendation letters may be found on the KV website:

kv-scouts.org

Possible Venues (Check for availability)

Garret Schenck School

Anson, ME 04911

Carrabec High School

North Anson, Me 04950

American Legion Post 39

Madison, Me 04950

Madison High School

Madison Junior High School

Madison, Me 04950
Troop 481 Eagle Scouts

JT Nelson – 2005

Charles McLean – 2007

Joshua Young – 2009

Conrad Welcome – 2010

Cordell Welcome - 2011
